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Three Unusw
Two Benson Brothers Bring

I "Juggernaut" and Le
Stage Life i

LATTER tWORK TOO TRU

By James L, Ford.
Three Englishmen who, each in a differentway, are writing rather unusual novelsof a kind seldom produced in this country,are Robert Hugh Benson, E. F. Bensonand Leonard Merrick. The two Bensonsare the sons of the late Archbishop

of Canterbury, a fact that seems rather

surprising considering that the first named
is now a Catholic priest, and his brother,
although brought up under the Influences
of the best English e.ver written, has not

yet learned not to say "had awoke" and
is still struggling with the subjunctive
mood. Mr. Merrick, whose work I have

frequently been glad to praise in this

page, is beginning to receive the recognitionthat he should have had long years
' ago. In the books of all three writers

the quality of interest is noticeable in k
remarkable degree.
Father Benson is the author of "None

Other Gods" (Hutchinson & Co., London),
a book that deserves to be far better
known in this country than it is. That it
.... li oninv nonularitv is not
its fault, but that of our reading public,
which is notorious for its habit of absorbingliterature through t'he elbows instead
of the brain. There is another fact that
wiill militate against tlhe success of this
novel, and that is that it steadily combats
all accepted ideas as to what is worth
having and working for.
Frank Gulseley is a young Cambridge

graduate, who has just turned CathoTic,
to the rage of his father. Lord Tfulgart.|
I t is worth noting here that Father Benson
has all the zeal of a recent convert, and

therefore full allowance must he made for
his attitude on the subject of religion.
Frank, finding himself disinherited, has
an auction of all his effects, leaves collegeand takes to the road as a tramp,
working when he can and sleeping in

"His Rise in Pow
Common

Mr. Henry Russell Miller, whose first

novel, "The Man Higher Up," attracted
immediate attention, has gone himself one

better, as it were, with his second, "His

Rise to Power," just issued by BobbsMerrill.As a~>oung novelist at the beginningof his career, Mr. Miller will bear

watching. He has something to say and

he knows how to say it. Of course, there

are many persons who do not care for

politics in their fiction, and that is the
<heme of both his books, but those who
are at all concerned with the welfare of~^ " ""!fe country will find in his pages food for

I serious thought. This is the story of
John Dunmeade, a young lawyer in a
small town the exact location of which
is left in doubt. He is taken up by the
party "boss," Senator Murchell, and nominatedfor (District Attorney, but John is
a man of ideals, and at the ratificationmeeting he amazes and angers his sup-1porters by announcing that if elected hewill go his own way. In spite of this andthe movement tl*tt is 'begun against him
immediately he is elected, and promptlysends a group of grafters to jail. Then
comes the conflict between his aspirations
and the condition^ that surround 'him. He
finds that the people for whom he is striving'are hopelessly inert, content to be
robbgd; but he keeps up his work in the
face of the most bitter discouragement.
In the end he is forced to compromise,
and that is where Mr. :Miller shows his
wisdom. No one man can reform social or
political conditions nowadays. Perhaps
the best part of the story is that which
deals with his love for Katherine Hampden.She returns his love, but says frankly
that she will marry only a man who has
achieved high position, irrespective of

x
ideals. He is strong enough, however, to
hold out, and puts her aside until the time

(comes when she learns her error, and all
ends well, with John the Governor of the
State. The story lias vigor and thought in
every line, although it could be vastly
improved by a touch of 'humor, a quality]
which it lacks altogether.

What promises to prove a notable work
is announced 'by the Catholic Editing
Company, of this city, with, the title "The
Catholic Church in the United Statjs,"
described as a complete and exhaustive
history of 'the establishment and growth
of Catholicism in this country. The edirtionwill be in commemoration of the elevationto the College of Cardinals of ArchbishopO'Connell and will be in eight volumes,illustrated. (Begun five years ago,
with the sanction and benediction of the
Pope, the history represents the work of
more than six thousand collaborators, includingsome of the most prominent dignitariesof the Church in this country and
heads of the religious orders. It covers

the activities of the Church from the landingof the Franciscan Fathers in Florida
in the fifteenth century up to the present
day. It describes graphically the trials
of the early missionaries among the aborigines;portrays the struggle for recognitionand the rights of free worship in
communities settled by other religious organizationsand shows step by step each
succeeding chapter in the marvellous evolutionof the American branch of the
Church from a tooc^' of comparative insignificanceto an institution of commandingimportance. In its scope -the work is
the most complete presentation of the

I power and influence of the Church and
I the magnitude of its secular potentialities
I ever undertaken in the United States, and
' it is intended for non-Catholics as well as

for Catholics as an aufhojjtative account
of its accomplishments on this continent.
Its value in this respect has been recognizedalready by the principal non-Catholictheological seminaries of the country,
which have applied for the work for their
libraries. The policy outlined toy the
editors at the inception of the work ot
eliminating everything of a dogmatic characterlikely to provoke controversy or

impair the value of it to the student,
scholar, future historian or 'layman, has
been acinerea to careiu-IIy m no yi^jjaia.tion.
Students of the race question may find

significance in "The Quest of the Silver
Fleece" (A. C. McClurg & Co.), by WilllamE. Burghardt Du Bois. The story is
laid in the South and in Washington, and
depicts not only the struggles, often against
impossible oddg, of the negro who aspires
to develop his personality, but shows the
economic roots of many of the injustices
which stand between him and the open sky
of real freedom. Bless Alwyn, the heroic
boy who is the central figure of the tale,
and £ora, the mystically minded, ghost
seeing girl, who yet possesses an intellect

^ Which seems to have been sharpened rather
eel by the untutored mysticism

youth in the swamps, both suffer,
from race prejudice and wrongs
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Out "None Other Gods" and
onard Merrick Depicts
Realistically.
E TO BE A "BEST SELLER"

barns and bay mows when he has not
the price of lodging. He does this with
an altruistic hope of studying the submergedtenth and perhaps bettering it.
He has not journeyed far before he falls

in with a man and woman, tramping like
himself, and the three continue their wanderingstogether. The man, whom he calls
"the Major," Is a rascally derelict who
has been expelled from the army for
cheating, and his companion Is a young
woman, living with him as his wife, whom
he bullies In the most approved British
fashion in order that he may be tenderly
loved. Prank soon realizes that the Major
is not above petty thievery, and it is not
long before the latter induces him to assumeresponsibility for one of his larcenies
and go to prison for fourteen days. It is
such a foolish and unnecessary thing to
do that, in our indignation, we are apt
to forget the element of self sacrifice that
makes the act beautiful.
Frank is pngaged to a beautiful and

sensible young girl, the daughter of the
village rector, who dwells at his father's
nark eates and is very popular with the
lEarl and all their friends. It is a highly
suitable match and he as deeply in love
Wjth her, but, once started on his wanderings,he neglects 'to write to her or to

|send her his address. But he writes tp
a friend of,his prison experience and bids
him tell the girl. He is amazed to receive
from her a letter in which she breaks off
the engagement and frankly gives him
lierN-easons.reasons which struck me as

excellent.
I will remark here that Father Benson

seems to be well aware of the fact that
inost altruistic persons are more occupied
in thinking of themselves and their
schemes than of their friends and relatives.
Meanwhile the young man has become

obsessed with the idea that it is his duty
to save the other girl from the clutches
of the man with whom she is travelling
and to bring her back to the home from
which she was taken. That is why he reer"

Shows
i Sense in Politics

<

unwittingly done them by the very personswho seek to teach and help them, byt
they are caught in the toils of the great
interaational loom that is fed by the
cotton of the South. From their own

standpoint, feeling their woes as only a

brother in blood can, and seeing the
genesis and reasons of those woes as only
a, iraaneu suuiuiugiai. uaa, ui. o-^u duio, mc

admitted prophet and idealist of his race,
makes a plea for them that cannot be
evaded, and the vehicle of his plea is a

novel of unusual power and stern realism,
«

MR. WELLS' NEW VOLUME.

Mr. H. G. Wells has acquired such widespreadpopularity as a novelist that the
public has forgotten, if it ever knew, that
he was once a short story writer. His

new book, "The Door
-in the Wall," gives

illustrated by a num.
ber of beautifulphotographsby Alvin

i Langdon Coburn. As
a mere example of
fi'ie modern
making:, apart from

_lil 11,1 its literary merit, the
H.6.WEUL.5. I volume is well wor h

having. The story
' from which it takes
its title is a hit of

poetic symbolism of the real sort. It tells
of a man who has won the highest honors
in statecraft and who still looks back to
a door in a wall through which he once
peeped in childhood and saw a vision of
perfect peace and beauty. Several times
during his life he has passed this door,
but has always been too anxious or busy
or hurried to stop and open it, and he dies
at last without ever having found the
peace and happiness that lie behind it.

To readers who like highly seasoned
Action may be commended Edgar Jepson's
latest effort, "the House on the Mall"
(Dillingham). A daring robbery is committedin a fashionable London neighborhood.Lady Aldington is the victim and
the booty consists of jewels valued At
thirty thousand pounds. The house on
the mall is a mysterious establishment,
where Andrew Rawnsly and one Maulevererlive and are visited by the seventh
Marquis of Drysdale. Rawnsly is the
proprietor of a department store next to
the grounds of the house. On another side
of the grounds is a power 'house, where an
inventor named Wilson is kept busy makingdevices of various kinds serviceable
to Rawnsly. Williams' niece lives with
him. A band of criminals, headed by
Mauleverer, is composed of the head of
the jewelry department in Rawnsly's
store, of a London society man and a retiredarmy officer ^ho Jtas served in the
Ottoman empire. They utilize the services
nf a nrir^ fltrhtor cinrl tho t.Vioft nf T,.a^vi

Aldington's jewels is their work. They
become jealous of one another's share in
the loot and kill off one another in interestingways. Rawnsly's son is murdered by
the prize fighter and the society man! The
army officer hunts the head of the jewelry
department to his death in a quicksand
and Rawnsly murders the prize fighter in
his own house. He also disposes of the
society iman. Eventually, in the apartmentsof the army officer, Rawnsly and
the officer himself shoot at the same instantand both are killed. Then comes InspectorGriffen, of Scotland Yard. Perhapshe should have appeared earlier, but
h^ has been locked in an ^underground
prison by» Rawnsly. After that, the finish,
but it is too amazingly good to be revealed
here. Of course, there is a love story}
somewhere. Pretty "strong" stuff, per-j
haps, but there are plenty who will like it.

It was James Whitcomb Riley who "discovered"the late James Newton Matthews
and proclaimed him as among the foremostof America's authentic poets. In
view of this, a peculiar interest attaches
to "The Lute of Life" (Horton & Co.), a|
collection of Matthews' writings, in which'
the Riley verdict seems to be amply vindicated.Here really is a new note, a distinctivemethod, without the usual unhappyconcomitant of a daring disregard
for the reasonable restrictions of art's
authority. Riley enthusiasts will delight
in the several special poems he has contributedto this volume, beginning with a

characteristic "foreword" in the sonnet
form and Continuing through a series of
felicitous metrical interchanges by these
comrades of Parnassus, between whom!
there existed a friendship unique in the
annals of literary association. Walter
Hurt also furnishes an "appreciation" of'
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fuses to give up "the road" and either
return home as a penitent or else accept
the hospitality of his dearest friend. For
a time he labors with the woman in vain,
but at last she agrees to go if he will
provide her with some new clothes. He
does this by pawning the few articles of
value that remain to him and takes her
himself to the door of her home, where her
mother is waiting to receive her. Then
he returns and courageously faces the
Major, that he may tell IHm what he has
done.

It is not a book with a "happy ending"
in the ordinary sense of the term, but it
has at least an enlightening finish, for it is
not until we reach the last chapter that we
realize that Frank, instead of being the
fool we have taken him for, is really a
consistently earnest and high minded
young man, who is doing his duty as he
sees it and at-a cost to himself that It is
difficult to reckon. It might be argued
that the girl was not worth saving, but
the satpe could be said of the thief on the
cross.

I recommend this book to thoughfful
persons, and none others.

*

"Juggernaut" (William Helneman) is by
E. F. Benson' and deals with a young girl
r\f the wlmlaenmplv n + frppHvia Imjunnfltiva

English type, who has been brought up by
her aunt, Mrs. Morrison, an amusing
character, evidently drawn from life.

kind. Mark Twain also was a great admirerof Matthews. "His songs," he
said, "have lifted my spirit like a strong
and helpful hand. Such poets are the
world's best benefactors."

"Mrs. Drummond's Vocation" (William
Rickey & Co.), 'by Mark Ryce, .has already
caught the popular fancy abroad and
promises to do as much in this country.
The story is that of a half French, half
English young woman who evolves from
the state of a missionary's wife into that
of the chatelaine of a grand house in
Paris and finds no very great moral shocks
in the course of the evolution. There is
no question that the book is well written.
It has a well bred ease that gilds the
world with 'which it deals. It has art in
its natural treatment of strange things
and craft in its coloring. Mark Ryce, the
name on the title page, means nothing
except, indeed, that it veils the pen of a
woman writer. Who that mav be the
Baroness von Hutten, creator of "Pam,"
could no doubt tell, as the book is dedicated,to her.

Although not a "professional Irishman"
in the sense that the term implies, Mr.
Michael Monahan is as Irish in his sympathiesand views as his name suggests.
And this fact lends a peculiar interest to
hfs brief monograph "Heinrich Heine"
(Mitchell Kennerley). Much has been writtenabout the great poet and satirist, but
Mr. Monahan has viewed him from a. new
angle and has written about him with exquisitesympathy and perfect understandingfrom his own point of view. The resultis a sketch of his life interspersed
with the author's comment and quotations
from the poet's pen. Brief as it is, the
book is a really worthy contribution to
literature, and it is pleasant to add that
it is printed and bound in a manner appropriateto its contents.a manner that
of la te characteristizes many of Mr. Kennerley'spublications.

"Son," by (Ethel Train (Scribners) is
one of those studies of a child that have
become so common of late, but writteh
with a good deal more skill and finish
than is usual." "Son," we must say it,
is singularly unlike the ordinary small
boy. He is too tender hearted, too fanciful,too thoughtful; and yet he is by no

means an impossibility. The book is npally
a set of little sketches unconnected exceptfor the fact of their concerning the
same little boy. One of the 'best Chapters
is called "Tom," and deals with the
methods adopted by the groom to win
a prize for Baby and her pony at the
Horse Show. Another good sketch is that
of Bill, the little country lad with whom
Son struck up a friendship, and their
visit to the circus. The book is "well writtenand is pleasant reading.

"Making Both Ends Meet," by Sue AinslieClark and Edith Wyatt (Macmillan),
is a book which will be read with interestby the increasing number of women

who are concerned with the welfare of
their sex. The shirtwaist makers' strike
of two years ago showed among other
things the sympathy that women feel in
these days for each other, proved by the
substantial help given to the strikers by
women of the Colony Club and the studentsat Vassar, as well as,by the friends
of the strikers themselve«. The book "is
composed of the economical records of
self-supporting women living away from
home in New York" and contains matter
for thoughtful consideration by the women
of to-day. There are chapters on Income
and Outlay, on Strikes, one on Women
L/aundry Workers In New York and one

on Scientific Management as Applied to
Women's Work. It is not always exhilaratingreading, but it is intensely interesting.
In "San Francisco's Ocean Trade" (A.

Carlisle & Co.), Benjamin C. Wright, who
is also the author of "Banking in California,1849-1910," has written an account
of the deep water service at the Golden
Ctate that many old time merchants will
read with interest. Mr. Wright has put
in his book a vast amount of information
regarding shipping in the early days, and
has interspersed with it many charateristicanecdotes of life both during and
after the great gold rush in the middle
of the last century. Several full page pictures,reproduced from photographs of
famous steamships of the Pacific trade,
add to the value of the work.

Mr. J. E. Phythian's little volume on

Turner (Mitchell Kennerly) is a short but
comprehensive treatise on the work of the
great landscape painter. It is divided into
four chapters, "Art, Life and Mature;"
"Life and Life Work," "Turner's Reading
of Earth" and "An Epic of Humanity."
The author points out that England was

ripe for a school of landscape painters
when Turner began.to paint, and names

several water colorists who preceded him
by a few years, among them Girtin,. of
whom Turner generously said that had he
not died young he himself would have
starved. Turner w*as elected an associate
of the Royal Academy when only twentyfouryears old, but it was not until later
that his powers as a colorist became
marked. In the last chapter Mr. Phythian
shows how often ir Turner's pictures it is
the human inteiWii introduced which,

*
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Margery has two lovers, Mrs. Morrison's j1son Walter and a young neighbor of
wealth and scholastic tastes, who has all .r
the charm that a selfish nature can give. 1

Walter is generous and thoughtful of oth- c

ers, and so, naturally enough, she gives ,

her heart to the selfish student, who spends
most of his time in his library, deep in his }
studies of the ancient Egyptians and early 1

Greeks. The story that Mr. Benson has to 3

tell is of the gradual opening of Margery's
eyes, and the book has a disappointing end, 1

for her scholastic husband continues to flive, whereas a purely commercial novelist
would have him die and pave the way for °

a union with the faithful Walter. My own *
opinion is that Walter will find some one 0

to love and, communicating the glad news e

to Margery, give her heart the bitterest 0

pang that it has ever known. For even the a

woman who is supremely happy in her t
marriage likes the doglike devotion of the E
discarded lover, hovering about with s

bunches of her favorite flowers in his a
hands and a look of subdued melancholy h
on his face. 1j

For novelists as well as essayists the s

stage seems to offer almost unsurmount- b
able difficulties. Since George. Moore wrotej t
"The Mummer's Wife" I have seen no v
novel dealing with this subject that equals n
"The Position of Peggy Harper" (Xelson, t<
London), by Leonard Merrick. Like George a
Moore, Mr. Merrick tells the truth about t

'itself into a great epic of humanity." The n
book has twenty-four illustrations which, e
considering their small size, are very sue- a
cessful in conveying an idea of some of the g
painter's work. a

"The Wilderness of the Upper Yukon" fi
(Scribners) is an account by Mr. rr
Charles Sheldon of a trip taken in the w
Yukon territory for the purpose of
studying the color variations of the
wild, sheep. These animals dwejl exclusivelyin high altitudes, above the F
the timber line, and nearly all the pmountains which Mr. Sheldon climbed
were untrodden by the foot of man. The 'c
party consisted of the author, an artist, is
[and a naturalist, and the book is a

n'clear and detailed account of their wan-
derlngs. The illustrations, reproduced ^from photographs, add greatly to the

o.,

interest of the book.
a

Perhaps it is (merely a case of old asso- 0

jciation, but a book of nursery rhymes a

seems to call for colored Illustrations, 'b
mere black and white appearing somehow tl
inadequate. Apart from this, there is no w

fault to be found iwith Mr. Clifton John- o
son's "Mother Goose Rhymes" (Baker & a.
Taylor Company); the children will enjoy p
the verses and the older people the pref- 0
ace, in which the author gives the origin j,
of many of the rhymes and incidentally
disposes of the myth of tlhe Boston Mrs. p
Goose, supposed to have been responsible1 p
for many of our childhood classics. The
illustrations are good. I y

|s<
In 'Two itundred Opera Plots.", by h

Gladys Davidson (Llppincott), we have a oi
book which will prove extremely useful rr
to the many who do not go often enough ft
to the opera to be perfectly familiar with p,
tiic piuis UJ. even L ii c iiiuou 'iiuyuiai UL

them. The operas are taken by com- c!
posers, in alphabetical order, and eadh is h
preceded 'by a little notice containing the
name of the a.uthor of the libretto, the *7
date of its first production and the chief;
characters. Then follows the story, writ- J*ten tersely, not to say baldly, but this
matted less in a book designed merely for
'reference.

[jj]
A NOVEL OF TEMPERAMENT. j£

V !h(
In "Tante" (Arnold) Miss Anne Douglas

Sedgwick has given us another of those pi
excellent character studies with which her ai

name ds now /asso-'in
niatpfi and which,tl

Jffi wttz is a woman of 0

0P||p0> HB nearly fifty, not only .

the most famous of
living pianists, but a jz

i woman of great
s beauty who still

numbers her adorers';,
' by the hundreds. A

ANNE. PoUGLkS Sreat tragedy (the;
^5EI36W1C1C. drowning of her hus-

'band) has darkened
the early part of her'

life and added .much to the halo of
romance that surrounds her. She has:
adopted a little g:irl to whom she:
is "Tante" and who, at twenty-four, is!
content to be the adoring satellite of thejgreat artist. The story deals with the
marriage of Karen to a well born Eng-
lishman and follows her through the
varying experiences that finally reveal
Madame von Marwitz as she really is to
her adopted" child, after bringing her
perilously near unhappiness. The study
of Tante's character is exceedingly well
done, as are the glimpses of the artistic
society which she enjoyed, so rich in
talent if lacking in other qualities. Still
better is the group of worshipping women
who surround the pianist with an atmo-
sphere of adulation which is accepted as
her due. As a study/of the artistic tem-!
perament, with its thoroughly emotional
egoism, the book deserves high praise.

"In the Time of the Pharoahs" (Putnams)consists of a series of papers in
which Mons. Alexandre Moret, professor of
Egyptology, has complied with the request
of the editor of the Revue de Paris for a

popular account of the interesting problemsin Egypt which have been raised by
the discoveries of the last ten or fifteen
years. The chapter called "Egypt before
the Pyramids" contains much that is In-'
teresting concerning the earliest Egyptian
civilization; /'Around the Pyramids" deals 2

with the views of the Egyptians concerningdeath and everything connected therewith,and the concluding chapter treats
of "Magic in Ancient Egypt." There are
a map and some very good illustrations.;
"The Treasury of Ancient Egypt," by Mr.
Arthur "Weigall (Blackwood & Sons), is,
written in much the same desultoryway as1
Mons. Moret's book, but is perhaps a little
fuller in its treatment of subjects. In an' .

entertaining cKapter on "Temperament of
Ancient Egyptians" we learn that they
had a strong sense of humor, as evinced
by then caricatures. One in particular,
which the author considers worthy of EdwardLear.^hsljyj^i ridiculous hjppopota- 4_
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ieti of Ability
he business of theatricals, and, although
dewing" tt from a different and less sordid
.ngle, ha makes an extremely interesting1
,nd vivid story.
Christopher Tatum, a young man withutresources and dependent on an uncle
or his bite and sup, wishes to become an
.ctor ^nd struggles manfully to succeed.!
le climbs the stairs of theatrical agencies!
ay after day, inserts and answer.s adertisementsin the 'Era, plays a small
art now and the# in a cheap travelling
ompany and does his best to get on in
profession that is wofully overcrowded.

rinally he gives up the struggle and aceptsa position as clerk in his uncle's
ffice. Then he tries his hand at play-
writing and finally sells, for the wretched
um of £15, all his rights in a piece called
London Inside Out," a cheap and tawdry!
lelodrama which makes a fortune for itsj
urchaser. He falls in love with a young
ctress, Peggy Harper, and they become
ngaged, but are unable through lack of;
neans to get married.
Finally Peggy attracts the attention of

l famous dramatist and obtains a part
n a West End play. She makes a trenendoushit, straightway acquires what
s known as a "sivell head" and, as a

luite natural result, the engagement hew-Benthe pair is broken. This leaves
ratum free to marry another woman on
vhom he has already set his heart, and
n the end we find him happily married:
md the author of successful comedies.
The book is remarkable for its keen
nsight into theatrical ways and c-haricters.Peggy Harper Is splendidly drawn,
rtipm ie a ccpnp in which the dramatist
roes over her part with her and prepares
ler for the triumph which she achieves
in her opening night.a scene which litrallybristles with intimate knowledge
if the stage and is rich in exquisite humor
,nd satire. Admirable also is the descrip-
ion of that triumph, her reception by the
mblic and critics, the jealousy of her as-

ociates ai>d the immediate effect of it
11 on her own character. Brilliantly as

ie describes a stage success, jMr. Merrick
3 no less effective in his handling of its
ailures, and there is deep pathos in his
ketches of the two girls who live honestly
iut never reach the goal, of their ambiion.I should be glad to see this novel
eidely read, not alone because of its own

nerits, but because of the lesson that it
saches: yet I very much fear that its
uthor has too few illusions in regard to <

he stage to produce a "best seller."

<

ius seated amidst the foliage of a Wee
atingfrom a table, whilst a crow mounts j<

ladder to wait upon him." The author!:
oes into the question of the effect of the;!
.ssouan dam,'upon the buildings on the;1
hand of Phtlae and decides that the mere j1
act of their being under water for five J
lonths of the year will not damage them, 1

rhich is a most reassuring conclusion.

Mr. George Bird Grinnell, editor of
'orest and Stream, and well known in the
terary world by his books on the Amer- i
;an Indian, is of the opinion that there \
little .better worth a young American's 1

jading that the histories of the early '
xplorers of our country. In his "Trails
f the Pathfinders" (Scri'bners) he has
iven an account of some of those daring c

dventurers who,-, when everything west *

f the Alleghanies was unfamiliar and
11 beyond the Mississippi a wilderness,
raved hardships and possible death in
reir wanaenngg. some of these men ,

ere trapper®, like Alexander Henry; 1
there, like Jonathan Carver and Alex- ]
nder Mackenzie, were moved hy the exlorer'sspirit. Thgn came 'the expedition :

f Lewis and Clark, sent out by President
efferson to ascertain what kind of coun- '

*y had been obtained by the Louisiana
urchase. These two were the first Amer>ansto traverse the continent, and they
ere soon followed by Zebulon Pike, the
oung soldier who first reached the
jurces of the Mississippi. These and a
alf dozen other explorers ate the men
f whom Mr. Grinnell Jias written In a
lost interesting way, quoting copiously
om their own diaries and from contemoraryaccounts, now difficult of access,
he perfect simplicity of the book is its
larm. The reader picks it up, and before
e is aware of it has turned page after
age, following with breathless interest
le adventures of those brave men who
ere unconsciously beginning our great
srrl to rial expansion.

When a poet begins writing and we begin
king his work we own willingly enough
lat we have not and cannot have got the
>mpass of his talent. We must wait till
5 has written more and we have learned
like him more. In the case of Madison

awein's "Poems" (Macmillan) time has
oved that his verse is perennially fpesh
id delightful in its expanding and maturigbeauty. The selections which comprise
lis charming book of verse are wide in
mge and show the author's skill in hanllngvarious meters as Well as his play of
lought in the different media. In making
e selections for this book Mr. Cawein has
iheavored to cover the entire field of his
jetical labors, which extend over a quarrof a century, and they present his most
presentative poetical work. There is a

reword by William Dean Howells.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

PHENOMENAL
UBLISHING |ROJECT V

(fSlH Mew /II H JkitV for 11
Owing to repeated demands on the
part of the Public, the Management

of the

ENGLISH REVIEW
have decided to reduce the price,

per copy, to

ME SHILLING
- -rNEy _

Commencing with the January (1912) number.

XO alteration will be made in the
yUA-L/ixi or yLA.Min or tne

Review, and the Standard for which
the "ENGLISH REVIEW" has

become famous

WILL BE MAINTAINED.

A Periodica! of the Best in
Current Literature for
ONE SHILLING NET0

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, post
free to all parts of the world,

12s. 6d.
The ENGLISH REVIEW

17-21 Tavistock St., Covent Garden,
LONDON.

ft'S BOOK
English Reviews
"Mayfield," by Vincent Brown (Chapman),deal£ with the vexed question of

divorce, but not from the usual standpoint. ,

The London Literary AVorld says of it:. j'
"It is the question of divorce as it affects
the working1 classes that forms the centre jj
of Mayfield, and round it are made to re-

volve characters and incidents that keep 11
the story attractively moving until the;'']
end is reached in well approved melo-;
dramatic fashion. The reader is troubled
by no subtle disquisitions, nor is the
action delayed by any exercise of the
author's descriptive facility. Everything
is naive and straightforward, and people
who hold that an exciting, everyday tale
is 'the thing' will be well pleased."

"The Shadow of the Guillotine," by E.
Scott Gillies (Long), is a well written story
of the French Revolution upon which the
London Literary World bestows this
praise:."The author lias the power of
vivid writing. Her men and women are

alive, and she has successfully reproduced
the atmosphere in which they live and
move. It is a rather daring experiment
to make a heroine of very aristocratic
pretensions fall in love with a plebeian
in those very exclusive days. And it says
a eood deal for Miss Gillies' skill in work-
ing out her plot that she invariably carriesus along with her, and our sympathies
are all the while with the low born lover."

Mr. Joseph Conrad's recent ston' of
Russian life, "Under Western Eyes"
(Methuen), gets a good notice* in t'he EondonAcademy'Mr. Conrad is a great
stylist. His latest book is written in fresh
and vivid language, wrth powerful vision
and an extraordinary subtlety in the portrayalof emotions. Even Mr. Conrad cannotfathom the unfathomable, and he does
not solvef for us the mystery of the Russiancharacter. Motive and action are

finely pointed in character studies of masterlydrawing and finish. The psychology
is marvellous."

John Lane has just published "Honey;
Bee," a translation by Mrs. Lane from
the French of Anatole France, and in its
review thereof the London Spectator has
some very pertinent remarks to make con-!
::erning the modern fairy tale. "It is not
easy for the modern fairy story to be
ranked with the old,'^ it says. "Has it
jver been done? Possibly by Wonderland
Alice. Another success it would not be
;asy to mention. Even this is doubtful,
although it is clear that 'Lewis Carroll'
ivals the nameless authors of the ancient
rairy stories in this, that he has been
'ollowed by a crowd of imitators. Mrs.
hane has done the best possible with the
mpossible task of putting Mons. Anatole
France's charming style into adequate
English."

The London Academy has a notice of
Mrs. Barclay's latest novel, "The Followingof the i-Sta*-" (Putnam), that may cause
i smile to readers on this side of the At-
Qntin*."Tlioris i« n r* rlmiht- that "The

Rosary' is a masterpiece, and ^thig very i
act has rendered Mrs. Barclay's further
task frebly difficult, if not impossible. She
las herself created a standard by which
ill her future work must be judged. Until
she writes another/masterpiece she must
'all below it." 1

The public has recently been deluged
vith biographies of royalties, both ancient!1
md modern. One of the latest of these is]
The Beloved Princess," by Charles E.
3earce (S. Paul), in which the subject is i
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Princess Charlotte, the only daughter o£
George IV., whose untimely death brought
3ueen Victoria into the line of succession. '

The London Literary World says of it:.
"The period of our history with which Mr.
Pearce is concerned has seldom been regardedas edifying. The only character
that escapes universal condemnation is
the Princess Charlotte, and "toy very contrastshe stands out all the more pleasing
n a most unfavorable background, Mr.
Pearce has brought forward nothing en* J
tirely new, he has, by his treatment, justl- J
fled the existence of his book."

"Maurice Maeterlinck," by Edward
rhomas (Methuen), is a critical study of *

that poet by one who, according to the
London Literary World, is peculiarly well
adapted for that task:."Maeterlinck's

and la I s development lias been regular and
continuous. It was to be noted that Mr.
Thomas has left unconsidered no single
published work of Maeterlinck, and the
value of so complete, and careful an estimateof a writer who is the only real
living mystic, undoubtedly the finest
essayist and altogether one of the most
outstanding literary figures of the age,
cannot be ignored."

EARLY VIEWS OF AMERICA.

In "The Russells of Birmingham"(George ,

Allen) we have the story of the Russell 1
family of Birmingham, who travelled
through England, France and America at

the turn of the eighteenth century and

met with many adventures. The book
has been compiled from diaries and familypapers and the period of which it
treats is from 1791 to 1814. The Birminghamriots and the burning and pillage of ^
Dr. Priestley's house are described here fl
in full, as is the French Revolution as

seen by this adventurous family. But
more interesting to American readers are

the descriptions of this country, to which
they came in 1795. In the same ship was

a Mr. Astor, of whom no details are V
given in the diary save that he was "a |
New Yo/k gentleman, married and evidentlyof substantial position." Fever was

raging in New York at the time of their
arrival and they started at once for Phila-
eipmain men own irunsiitu im<mn uiann

by four hired horses. The road was terrible."For miles it was made of logs
laid in the swamp and loosely covered
with stones and soil. Newark was voted
enchanting. It was a fine evening, and
the rural scene was illumined with the
sun's parting rays." The Russells journeyedthrough the eastern part of Americaand their diaries contain much interestinginformation about the social and
physical conditions that they found here'
as well as tables of current prices for
supplies. On the whole, a rather interestingnarrative for the student of Americanhistory. \

The words referendum and recall are
so often heard of late that many persons <

will welcome Dr. Kllis P. Oberholtzer's
book on "The Referendum in America"
[Scribners) as calculated, to throw light
upon the subject. Tersely put, the initiativemeans the right of the people to initiatelegislation, generally by petition;
:he referendum, the submitting of laws
:o popular vote, a°d the recall, "the
eight to organize a party to turn duly
designated officials out of place and to
set up others in their stead." Dr. Oberholtzer'sknowledge of his subject is wide **

and he has treated it in an interesting
manner.
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